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conquered natives on the Pacific coasts of Central America.
Whether their name was derived from the fact that the
coastlands   of  their   country  swarmed   with   mosquitoes
(which word in Spanish meant "a little fly*'), or whether
their irritating night attacks reminded the Spaniards of
mosquitoes and obtained for them  that nickname, does
not seem to have been recorded.    It may be that "Mes-
quitia"  or  "Mosquitia",  which   in   early days  was  the
Spanish name given to much of their territory, was simply
the corruption of a native name (Miskit) bearing an acci-
dental resemblance  to the Spanish word mosquito.    In
any case, as " Mosquito Indians" these tribes of eastern
Central   America  became celebrated   in  the  seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries as deadly enemies of the Spaniards.
They played a considerable part in the history of Central
America down to a few years ago, when  the  lands in
which they had so long maintained  independence were
incorporated in the Spanish-American republics of Nica-
ragua and Honduras by an incomprehensible blunder ol
nineteenth-century British statesmen.

The Mosquito Indians were described by Dampier and
other writers of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
as being well made, raw-boned, lusty, strong, and nimble
of foot; long visaged, with lank black hair, a stern look,
and rough-hewn features. Their skins were of a dark
copper colour.1 They married but one wife, with whom

1 Dampier also refers to them as "tall", but most authorities describe them as
short, not to say dwarfish.

The Mosquito Indians were characterized in 1730 by John Cockburn (some of whose
adventures are described later) as being of diminutive stature. He states that it was
on account of their smallness and activity that they were styled " Mosquitos" by the
Spaniards. They seem to have been known amongst themselves as Sankuda, Accor-
ding to Cockburn they were seldom over 5 feet in height, many of them being absolute
pigmies, yet very well proportioned and completely naked. Their skin was a dark
brown, marked all over from the shoulders to the heels with wavy lines traced in a blue
indelible ink. They had long black hair hanging almost down to the ground, and